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Former Greek Minister of Finance

Internationally reknowed Economist

Yanis Varoufakis served as Minister of Finance of Greece in 2015.

Varoufakis (*1961) studied economics in the UK, first at the University of Essex and secondly mathematical 

statistics at the University of Birmingham. He has a PhD in economics. He then taught economics and 

econometrics at the University of Essex and the University of East Anglia. In 1988, he spent a year as a 

Fellow at the University of Cambridge. From 1989-2000 he taught as senior lecturer in economics at the 

Department of Economics of the University of Sydney and in 2000 he accepted the offer to become Professor 

of Economic Theory at the University of Athens, which he has resumed in 2017 after a two-year-break. 

From 2004-06, Varoufakis served as economic advisor to George Papandreou, then Prime Minister of Greece . 

In 2012 Varoufakis became Economist-in-Residence at Valve Corporation. He researched the virtual economy 

on the Steam digital delivery platform, specifically looking at exchange rates and trade deficits. From 2013-14 

he taught at the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas at Austin as a visiting 

professor.

On 25 January 2015, Varoufakis was appointed finance minister by Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras after the 

election victory of Syriza in the parliamentary election. Varoufakis resigned as Finance Minister on 6 July 

2015. In February 2016 he announced the Democracy in Europe Movement 2025 "DiEM 25". He is leader of 

MeRA25, DiEM25's new progressive party in Greece and since July 2017 Yanis Varoufakis is Member of 

Parliament in Greece. 

Varoufakis is the author of several books on game theory, he also is a recognised speaker and often appears 

as analyst for national news media.

Topics (Selection):

•  The European Crisis in its Global Context

•  The Future of the European Monetary Union

•  Brexit

•  An Anatomy of Economic Liberalism

•  Digitisation of the Finance and Monetary Markets

Publications (Selection):

•  Technofeudalism: What Killed Capitalism, 2023

•  Another Now: Dispatches from an Alternative Present, 2020 

•  Talking to My Daughter About the Economy: A Brief History of Capitalism, 2017  

•  Adults In The Room: My Battle With Europe’s Deep Establishment, 2017

•  And the Weak Suffer What They Must?: Europe's Crisis and America's Economic Future, 2016 

•  Europe after the Minotaur: Greece and the Future of the Global Economy, 2015 

•  Economic Indeterminacy: A personal encounter with the economists' most peculiar nemesis, 2013 

•  The Global Minotaur: America, the True Origins of the Financial Crisis and the Future of the World 

Economy, 2011 

•  Modern Political Economics: Making sense of the post-2008 world, 2011
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